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hesitation in declaring 


Muslim mind, 1 have no 
that, if the principle that the Indian Muslim is 

entitled to full and free development on the lines of 

culture and tradition in his own Indian 

the basis of a 


his own 

home-lands is 

permanent communal settlement, he will be ready to 
stake his all for the freedom of India 
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Self-Government within the British Empire^ or 

without the British Empire, the fonnation of a 
conslidated North-West Indian Muslim state 
appears to me to be the final destiny of the Muslims 
at least of the North-West India. 

The Proposal was put forward before the 

Nehru Committee. They rejected it on the ground 
that, if carried into effect, it would give a very 
unwieldy state. 
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^EST INDIAN MUSLIMS WILL PROVE 

BEST DEFENDERS OF INDIA 


THE 




The life of Islam as a cultural force in this 
country very largely depends on its centralisation in 

specified territory. This centralisation of the 
living portion of the Muslims of India whose 

tary and police service has 


a 


most 

mili-* 


notwithstanding unfair 
treatment from the British, made the British rule 

possible in this country, will eventually solve the 
problem of India as well as of Asia. It will intensify 
their sense of responsibility and deepen their patri¬ 
otic feelings. Thus, possessing full opportunity of 
development within the body-politic of India, the 
North-West Indian Muslims will prove the best 

defenders of India against a foreign invasion, be 

that invasion the 


one of ideas or of bayonets. The 


Punjab with fifty-six per cent Muslim population 
supplies fifty-four percent of the total combatant 
troops in the Indian Army, and if the nineteen thou¬ 
sand Gurkhas recruited from the independent state 
of Nepal arc 


excluded, the Punjab 


contingent 

amounts to sixty two percent of the whole Indian 

Army. This percentage does 
nearly six thousand combatants supplied to the In¬ 
dian Army by the North-West Frontier Province and 
Baluchistan. From this 


not take into account 


you can easily calculate the 
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possibilities of the North-West Indian Muslims in 
regard to the defence of India, against foreign 
aggression. The Right Hon’ble Mr. Srinivasa Sastri 
thinks that the Muslim demand for the creation of 


autonomous Muslim states along with North-West 
border is actuated by a desire “to acquire means of 

exerting pressure in emergencies on the Govern¬ 
ment of India”. I may frankly tell him that the Mus- 

not actuated by the kind of motive he 

imputes to us; it is actuated by a genuine desire for 
free development which is practically impossible 

under the type of unitary government contemplated 

by the nationalist Hindu politicians with a view to 

communal dominance in the 


Urn demand is 


secure permanent 


whole of India. 
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“ASSEMBLY OF REPRESENTATIVES OF 


FEDERAL STATES 




„ Thus it is clear that in view of India’s infinite 
variety in climates, races, languages, creeds and 
social systems, the creation of autonomous states 
based on the unity of language, race, history 
religion and identity of economic interests, is the 

only possible way to secure a stable constitutional 
structure in India. The conception of federation 

underlying the Simon Report necessitates the 
abolition of the Central Legislative Assembly as a 
popular assembly, and makes it an assembly of the 
representatives of federal states. It further demands 

redistribution of territory on the lines which I have 
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“COMMUNAL REDISTRIB UTION OF 


PR O VINCES 




“.I give my whole-Viearted support to this view 

of the matter and venture to suggest that the 
redistribution recommended in the Simon report 
must fulfil two conditions. It must precede the 

introduction of the new constitution, and must be 

so devised as to finally solve the communal 

problem. Proper redistribution will make the 

question of joint and separate electorates 
automatically disappear from the constitutional 

controversy of India. It is the present structure of 
the provinces that is largely responsible for this con¬ 
troversy.” 
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“DEMARCATION OF PROVINCES TO 

SECURE LINGUISTIC, RACIAL, CULTURAL 

AND RELIGIOUS UNITY 
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<4 


In such a country and in such circumstances 

territorial electorates cannot secure adequate 

representation of all interests^ and must inevitably 
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lead to the creation of an oligarchy. The Muslims 
of India can have no objection to purely territorial 

electorates if provinces are demarcated so as to 

secure comparatively homogeneous communities 

possessing linguistic, racial, cultural and religious 

unity. 
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MUSLIMS RIGHTS IN INDIAN FEDERA TION 
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AND PROVINCES 


I think, would have been to 

British Indian Federation only. A 


The best course 
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4 I V ■ #1 * li 


start with a 

federal scheme born of an unholy union between 
democracy and despotism cannot but keep British 
India in the same vicious circle of a unitary Central 
Government, Such a unitary form may be of the 
greatest advantage to the British, to the majority 

community in 

Princes: it can be of no advantage to the Muslims 

in five out of eleven 


British India and to the Indian 


unless they get majority rights 

Indian Provinces with full residuary powers, and 
one-third share of seats in the total House of the 




Federal Assembly,. 
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organisation and unity of will and purpose in the 
Muslim community, both in your own interest as a 
community, and in the interest of India as a whole. 
The political bondage of India has been and is a 

source of infinite misery to the whole of Asia, It 
has suppressed the spirit of the East, and wholly 

deprived her of that joy of self-expression which 
once made her the creator of a great and glorious 
culture. We have a duty towards India where we 
are destined to live and die. We have a duty 

f 

towards Asia, especially Muslim Asia, And since 
70 millions of Muslims in a single country 
constitute a far more valuable asset to Islam than 
all the countries of Muslim Asia put together, we 
must look at the Indian problem not only from the 
Muslim point of view but also from the standpoint 
of the Indian Muslim as such. Our duty towards 

Asia and India cannot be loyally perfromed 

without an organised will fixed on a definite 
purpose. In your own interest, as a political entity 
among other political entities of India, such an 
equipment is an absolute necessity 
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India, constituted as it is at the present moment, is 
not the name of one single country; nor the home of 
one single nation. It is* in fact, the designation of a 
State created by the British for the first time in 
history. It Includes peoples who have never previ- 
ou sly formed part of the Indian nation at any period 

of its history, but who have, on the contrary, from 
the dawn of history till the advent of the British, 
possessed and retained distinct nationalities of their 
own. One of such peoples is our own nation. In 
the five Northern Provinces of India, out of a total 

population of about forty millions, we, the Muslims, 
constitute about thirty million, Our religion and cul- 
ture, our history and tradition, our social code and 
economic system, our laws of inheritance, succes¬ 
sion and marriage are fundamentally different 
from those of most peoples living in the rest of 
India. The ideals which move our people to make 
the highest sacrifice are essentially different from 

those which inspire the Hindus to do the same. 

These differences are not confined to broad basic 

principles. Far from it. They extend to the minutest 

details of our lives. We do not inter-dine; we do not 
inter-many. Our national customs and calendars, 
even o ur diet and dres $ are differen t 






"It is a dream that the Hindus and Muslims 

can never evolve a common nationality, and this 

■ 

mis-conception of one Indian nation has gone far 

beyond the limits and is the cause of most of our 

troubles* and will lead India to destruction if we fail 

to revise our notions in time. The Hindus and the 
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Muslims belong to two different religious philoso¬ 
phies and have diffemt social customs and litera¬ 
ture, They neither inter-marry nor dine together, 
and indeed they belong to two different civilisations 
which are based mainly on conflicting ideas and 

conceptions. Their aspects of life are different. It is 

quite clear that Hindus and Muslims derive their 
inspiration from different sources of history. They 
have different episodes. Very often theheroof one 
is a foe of the other, and likewise, their victories and 
defeats overlap. To yoke together two such 
nations under a single State, one as a numerical 
minority and the other as a majority, must lead to 
growing discontent and the final destruction of any 

fabric th at may be so bu ilt up for the govemmen t of 

such a State, 

We know that the history of the last 1200 

years has failed to achieve unity and has witnessed, 

during the ages, Indi a alw ay s divided into Hindu In¬ 
dia and Muslim India, The present artificial unity 
ates b ack to the British conquestandismai ntained 

by British bayonet. 
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